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OBITUARY Richard L. 
Venezky, 1938-2004 
 
Dick Venezky, the Unidel Professor of Educational Studies, 
professor of Computer and Information Sciences and professor 
of Linguistics at the University of Delaware, died on June 11, 
2004, at the age of 66. Professor Venezky had made remarkable 
contributions to the theory, research, practice and history of 
literacy. With his death, the academic world has lost one of its 
most brilliant minds, the history of literacy and literacy 
acquisition its most important historian, and the History of 
Reading SIG a longtime supporter, officer, and friend. 
 
Dick’s career sparkled with honors. He was the National 
Research Director for the U.S. Secretary of Education's Initiative 
on Reading and Writing (1995-1998); President of the Reading 
Hall of Fame (1996-97); Director of Computing for the 
Dictionary of Old English at the University of Toronto and Co-
Director for Research and Development for the National Center 
on Adult Literacy (1990-95); scholar in residence at the U.S. 
Department of Education (1997-98), and Senior Researcher at 
the Organisation of Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) in Paris (1999-2001). In 1999 he was awarded the 
Distinguished Service Award by the Society for the Scientific 
Study of Education. 
 
Single author of two books on English orthography (1970, 
1999a), coauthor of four other books, coeditor of another four, 
sole author of at least 21 articles and coauthor of another 19, 
author or coauthor of 60 chapters in books, Dick Venezky was 
astonishing in the breadth and depth of his work. His interests 
ranged from orthography to pedagogy, from adult literacy to 
computer-assisted instruction, from the relationship between 
literacy and political participation to the history of spelling and 
reading instructional texts. Here we focus only on his 
contributions to the history of literacy, which are in danger of 
being overshadowed by his other accomplishments. 
 
Although Dick turned his attention to his other interests over the 
last few years, his contributions to the SIG were profound and 
lasting. In fact, the SIG might not now exist had he not steered it 
in its infancy in the right direction. It was he who suggested that 
a group eager to find a home within the International Reading 
Association (IRA) should become a Special Interest Group 
(SIG); he who put us in touch with IRA Executive Secretary-
Treasurer Ralph Staiger to effect this; and he who lent his 
already illustrious name to the first organizational meeting of the 
History of Reading SIG, held on May 13, 1975, in New York at 
the 21st annual convention of the International Reading 
Association. Because the fledgling SIG was a last minute 
addition to the program, we put up hand-lettered signs  

 
 
advertising Richard Venezky as our speaker. His name drew a 
gratifyingly large number of people under the circumstances, 16 
of whom signed up for the SIG.  
 
Dick was faithful in his support of the SIG over the years. He 
declined the presidency, but he served as 2nd Vice-President for 
the 1984/85 year and again in 1985/86, and as 1st Vice-President 
in 1986/87 and 1987/88. News items from and about him crop 
up almost annually in the SIG’s History of Reading News. They 
include his “Researchers’ Guide” to 19th-century textbook 
collections (1984a) and a news item on his election to the 
Reading Hall of Fame in 1991. Reached for comment on this 
honor, Dick remarked, “I am looking forward to receiving my 
cane and rocking chair” (Dick Venezky enters, 1991).  
 
Although Dick was so distinguished, he was utterly 
unpretentious. One of the ways he supported history was in 
chairing or speaking at history symposia at the IRA organized by 
others, despite knowing the audience would be small. On 
Tuesday morning of April 30, 1996, at the IRA convention in 



History of Reading News                                          Fall 2004   2 

 
New Orleans, he drew such vast crowds as program organizer 
and president elect of the Reading Hall of Fame that giant rooms 
could not contain them all. Yet in the afternoon, there he was, 
speaking on “Historical Research in Literacy: The Future,” to the 
faithful few. 
 
Dick’s interest in the history of literacy dates at least as far back 
as his research for his dissertation, which appeared later in book 
form (1970). He then published his “historical perspective” on 
research into reading processes (1977). In an “Author’s Query” 
(1982/1983) in the SIG’s newsletter, the History of Reading 
News, Dick reported that he was working on the history of late 
19th-century reading instruction and that he was “particularly 
looking for any information on Lewis Baxter Monroe and his 
wife, authors of the Monroe Readers.” He had to leave this 
larger history unfinished, but his discussion of schools and 
reading textbooks between the 1880s and 1940s will soon be 
published (in press a; see also 1990a). 
 
Happily, Dick was able to complete his work on spelling and 
spelling instruction. Beginning with the revision of his 
dissertation, The Structure of English Orthography (1970), and 
continuing with notes on the history of English spelling (1976), 
he proceeded to discuss the formative years for spelling 
instruction and reform in the U.S.A. He identified, as key 
figures, Noah Webster (who introduced “American” spellings 
such as “center” and “honor”), the 19th-century reformer Dr. J.M. 
Rice, and Franklin D. Roosevelt, a fan of reformed spelling 
(1980) (cf. 2001a). Dick’s work culminated in The American 
Way of Spelling (1999a), which includes chapters on the history 
of English orthography and on spelling reform.  
 
Elsewhere, Dick outlined what “a modern history of reading 
instruction” should look like (1986a), commented on literacy, 
society and school reform (1996), and reviewed a century of 
NSSE publications on reading (2001b). 
 
Dick was much in demand for contributing to handbooks, 
particularly the Handbook of Reading Research. He wrote on the 
history of reading research (1984b), the development of literacy 
in the industrialized nations of the West (1991), and, for an 
international handbook, on the impact of Christian missionaries 
on literacy (1999b). 
 
Of Dick’s many journal and newsletter articles on literacy 
history, his “History of the American Reading Textbook” is 
particularly important and informative (1987). Dick also 
reviewed the history of phonics (1981) and the origins of the 
“chasm” between school instruction and adult literacy needs 
(1982). He discussed the relationships among literacy, literacy 
instruction, and the emerging history of the book field (1986b). 
His encyclopedia entries include the history of reading 
instruction (1994), spelling (2001a), schoolbooks (2001c) and 
textbooks (in press b). 
 
Dick was also responsible for a major effort on behalf of the 
preservation and dissemination of primary sources. He selected 
the sources and wrote the introduction for The UPA American 
Primers Collection (1990b), for which the University 
Publications of America reproduced old schoolbooks on 

microfiche. The collection embraces 844 primary sources, 
ranging from a 1777 edition of the New England Primer to an 
introductory reading textbook of 1943, Words on Paper: First 
Steps in Reading. Published just as the 1980s boom became the 
1990s depression and web reproductions of old books began to 
supplant microfiche versions, this rich resource can be found in 
disappointingly few libraries. 
 
No list, however, of accomplishments and publications can 
convey what Dick Venezky was like as a person. He was the last 
of the Renaissance men: a man who was master of the 
humanities and sciences alike. There seemed no limit to what he 
knew. Yet along with his astonishing erudition, Dick was witty 
and warm, kind and courageous. 
 
Colleagues and friends of Dick Venezky sought for a way to 
show their appreciation for Dick and his work. Tom Trabasso 
and Dominic Massaro conceived the idea of a festschrift, and 
Roberta Golinkoff and Lou Mosberg, with Massaro’s help, 
organized it from the University of Delaware.  
 
On May 22, 2004, the festschrift for Dick was held at the 
Winterthur Museum, Delaware, and papers were presented in his 
honor. (See Trabasso, Sabatini, Massaro, & Calfee, in press). 
Too ill to attend the festschrift himself, Dick spoke to us all from 
his hospital bed at the end of the day. He liked to begin his talks 
with a little self-deprecating joke, and he did so again now. “I 
always thought,” he said, “that festschrifts were given to those 
who were old and wrinkled and white-haired. And lo, as I look 
in the mirror, this has now come to pass.” As we all craned 
toward the microphone to hear him, there was not a dry eye in 
the room.  
 
Dick leaves a devoted family: his wife, Councilwoman Karen 
Venezky, his son Elie, his daughter Dina, her husband Stephen 
Hahn, and grandsons Benjamin (born on Dick’s birthday) and 
Nathaniel Read, who was born three days after Dick’s death and 
named after him. (Nathaniel’s middle name should be 
interpreted as “Read!”).  
 
Those wishing to honor Dick’s memory may contribute to the 
Richard L. Venezky Award c/o Lou Mosberg, Ph.D., School of 
Education, University of Delaware, Newark, DE 19716. Checks 
for the Venezky Award should be made out to the “University of 
Delaware,” with “Venezky Award” added to the memo line. 
Contributions may also be sent to the Jewish Federation, 100 
West 10th, Suite 301, Wilmington, DE 19801.  
 

Those who have personal reminiscences and photos of Dick are 
encouraged to send them to Dina Venezky at 
<dina.venezky@blueslugs.com> for a website that is being 
constructed in his memory. 
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This obituary was generously contributed by E. Jennifer 
Monaghan. 
 
 
FESTSCHRIFT FOR RICHARD L. VENEZKY 
 
On May 22, 2004, a festschrift was held at the Winterthur 
Museum, Delaware, in honor of Richard L. Venezky (see 
“Obituary,” p. 1) Tom Trabasso, University of Chicago, and 
Dominic Massaro, University of California–Santa Cruz, had 
conceived of the idea, and Roberta Golinkoff and Lou Mosberg 
of the University of Delaware became the local organizers. With 
Dick’s help, Trabasso and Massaro collaborated with Robert 
Calfee and John Sabatini to develop a list of contributors.  Some 
fifty colleagues, friends, students, and other admirers attended 
the day-long presentation of papers and strolled, during breaks, 
through the beautiful grounds of the Winterthur Museum. In the 
evening, presenters attended a dinner hosted by Dick’s wife, 
Karen Venezky, at the DuPont Hotel in Delaware. Although 
Dick himself could not be present, his and Karen’s son Elie 
joined the feast. All the guests spoke of their connection to Dick 
and reminisced fondly about him. Apparently, the only activity 
Dick did not excel at was fishing.  
 
The papers from the festschrift, all of which draw on Venezky’s 
work in one form or another, will be published by Lawrence 
Erlbaum Associates in April 2005. Titled From Orthography to 
Pedagogy: Essays in Honor of Richard L. Venezky, they are 
edited by Thomas Trabasso, John Sabatini, Dominic W. 
Massaro, and Robert C. Calfee.  
 
One of the authors is SIG member Rose-Marie Weber, whose 
chapter focuses on the challenges young children face in 
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bridging sound and spelling. Other chapters include an insightful 
tutorial by Robert Calfee on Venezky’s analyses of the structure 
of English orthography; a review of old and new research by 
Massaro and Alexandra Jesse, which disproves such simplistic 
ideas as the notion that words are read as wholes or simply 
mapped directly onto spoken language; and Trabasso’s 
description of his theoretical and empirical research on narrative 
comprehension. 
 
Roberta Golinkoff writes on how spoken language is acquired 
and on the importance of infant-directed speech, and Michael 
Kamil  describes an instructional approach that uses 
informational text instead of stories to teach children to read. 
Antonette DiPaolo Healey discusses the Dictionary of Old 
English, a computer-corpus-based dictionary to which Dick 
Venezky devoted his amazing computer expertise and linguistic 
knowledge as its Director of Computing while the dictionary 
voyaged from microfiche to CD-ROM. 
 
Other chapters in the festschrift volume discuss factors affecting 
adult literacy, interactions between cognition and technology, 
and how creative technology might enhance the reading 
experience. Tim Shanahan journeys through the history of 
reading research to the research syntheses of the 21st century that 
guide education policy.  
 
For more information, search for From Orthography to 
Pedagogy, ISBN 0-8058-5089-9, at Lawrence Erlbaum 
Associates, www.erlbaum.com. 
 
 
E. JENNIFER MONAGHAN 
BOOK AWARD 
 
Guidelines for 2005 Award Year 
 
The History of Reading Special Interest Group of the 
International Reading Association sponsors a triennial award for 
an outstanding book on the history of literacy.  A prize of $100 
will be awarded to the single or co-authored book that represents 
the best scholarship on the history of literacy, broadly defined to 
include the history of authorship, books, instruction, audiences, 
publishing, spelling, libraries, reading, and writing. 
 
The winning book is announced at the annual meeting of the 
History of Reading SIG, which coincides with the International 
Reading Association’s annual meeting in early May of each 
year.  Winners of the award receive a special plaque as well as a 
three-year membership in the SIG. 
 
Recipients of the award are invited to present a paper based on 
their book as part of the next annual meeting of the SIG.  The 
deadline for submitting applications for the 2005 award is 
January 15, 2005; books must have a copyright date between 
January 1, 2002 and December 31, 2004. 
 
GUIDELINES FOR APPLYING 
 

1. Submit three copies of the ‘Title Page Form.’  A 
downloadable copy of this form can be found on the SIG’s 
website:  http://www.historyliteracy.org. 
 
2. Submit three copies of an abstract.  The abstract should be 
typewritten.  Photocopies are acceptable. 
 
3. Submit three copies of a 1-2 page letter that outlines the 
merits of the book, including the reasons for its unique 
contribution to the history of literacy and the soundness or 
originality of its methodology.  It should be single-spaced and 
written in English.  Font size should be no smaller than 12 point.  
The letter should be written on letterhead and signed by the 
nominator. 
 
4. Submit a photocopy of the book’s copyright page, attesting to 
the date of its publication. 
 
5. Only books published between January 1, 2002 and December 
31, 2004 will be considered for the 2005 award.  More than one 
book may be submitted from a single publisher or author. 
 
6. The author’s/authors’ book must clearly be an historical 
research project related to literacy. 
 
7. All entries will be judged by a jury of three literacy historians 
who are members of the E. Jennifer Monaghan Book Award 
Committee.  The decision of the judges will be final. 
 
8. The envelope containing 3 copies of the Title Page Form, 3 
copies of the Abstract, 3 copies of the Letter, and a copy of the 
Copyright Page must be postmarked no later than January 15, 
2005, and sent to: 
 
Douglas K. Hartman 
Neag School of Education 
224 Gentry Building 
249 Glenbrook Road, Unit 2033 
University of Connecticut 
Storrs, CT  06269-2033 
(860) 486-1154 
douglas.hartman@uconn.edu 
 
9. Additional information and copies of the forms can be found 
at the SIG’s website:  http://historyliteracy.org 
10. Application materials that do not adhere strictly to the above 
guidelines will be eliminated from the competition.  Final 
determination of adherence to the guidelines will be made by the 
chairperson of the Award Committee. 
 
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 
 
The book will be judged on the following criteria: 
 
1. Significance of study to the field of literacy history. 
2. Clear identification and relevance of the question researched 
to the history of literacy. 
3. Appropriate methodology used in relation to the topic 
investigated (archival research, oral history, etc.). 
4. Utilization of appropriate or sufficient primary sources. 
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5. Appropriate and effective use of secondary sources. 
6. Conclusions appropriate given the design and results of the 
research. 

 
 
TIPS FOR GATHERING BIOGRAPHICAL 
DATA 
 
By Joseph Zimmer 
 
I am intensely working on my chapter on Walter Dearborn for 
the Reading Pioneers book project being coordinated by Susan 
Israel and Ed Fry for the Reading Hall of Fame.  Since this was 
my first foray into a biography of a college professor, I was a bit 
lost as to where to find information that went beyond my 
subject’s established publications.  I know that many of the 
members of the SIG are working on this project, so I thought I 
would pass on a few pearls of wisdom from my work so far.  
Here are a few tips that I’ve stumbled across in my researches so 
far: 
1. Find basic biographies. Hopefully your subject was famous 
enough to be listed in a compendium like Who’s Who in 
American Educators.  This and similar publications can provide 
you with at least the basic facts about a person’s birth, education, 
professional work and death.  In researching Dearborn, I also 
found a few biographical dictionaries of psychologists in which 
he appears. 
2. Look for tributes.  It may be profitable to look in 
professional journals and other publications around the time of 
the subject’s death.  This can quite often provide tributes to the 
subject made by former students, colleagues and friends (like the 
tribute to Dick Venezky that appears in this issue of the HRN). 
3. Go online.  There are many online services available for 
genealogical research.  I have used Ancestry.com pretty 
successfully for my research.  I found census records (which can 
give clues about spouses and children), military records, death 
notices, and even pictures of gravestones.  While many of these 
services have a charge, they also have free trials that give you 
enough time to get what you need for free. 
4. Talk to others.  I contacted some of our friends in the SIG 
whom I know have done similar research before.  They were 
very helpful in providing me with any information they had on 
my subject. 
5. Find a relative.  As a professor at a private college, it 
occurred to me that when we name a building or a scholarship 
after someone, we usually maintain contact with the family of 
that person.  When I was researching Dearborn, I found on the 
Internet that there is a school in Massachusetts that is named 
after him.  I contacted the school, and sure enough, they 
maintain contact with one of Dearborn’s daughters.  I am now 
working with her to verify all of the nonacademic statements I 
am making about Dearborn. 
6. Use interlibrary loan.  If your university library is not 
complete with regard to your subject’s works, you should 
consider visiting a larger library or using inter-library loan to 
gather the professional materials you’ll need to complete your 
study. 
7. Look for collections of papers.  While many professors leave 
their offices for retirement and shred all of their papers, some 

more established researchers will leave a collection of their 
papers to the archives of the university at which they worked. 
 
 
 
JOSEPHINE ALTILIA  
Helping young moms open doors by opening books 
YWCA Woman of Distinction Award 2004, Volunteer 
 

 
 
Josephine Altilia is the founder and volunteer Executive Director 
of Literature for Life, a literacy program for disadvantaged 
young mothers in Toronto’s inner city.  She receives this year’s 
Women of Distinction Award for Volunteerism. 
 
Through weekly gatherings at shelters and resource centers, 
Literature for Life provides a safe environment for at-risk teen 
moms and their children to come together and share the joy of 
reading, writing and self-expression.  By discovering and using 
their own “voice,” these young women build the spirit and 
personal skills they need to become stronger parents and role 
models for their children. 
 
Ms Altilia’s understanding of the links among literacy, 
community and good mental health comes from her training as a 
primary school teacher and her life-long commitment to 
underprivileged youth. The program’s success builds on research 
that shows if young disadvantaged mothers are supported, they 
can turn their lives around. 
 
Ms Altilia modeled Literature for Life on the highly successful 
Literature for All of Us in Chicago, Illinois, where she was an 
active volunteer from 1993 to 1999.  When she returned to 
Toronto, Ms Altilia volunteered at the inner city Church Street 
School as a teaching assistant, tutoring students in math and 
reading. She ran a special literacy project for Action ABC at the 
Centre for Addiction Research in Toronto. In 2000, she 
dedicated herself full-time to the vision of creating Literature for 
Life, initially running the program out of her home. 
 
Literature for Life book groups currently run at Jessie’s Centre 
for Teenagers, the Massey Centre for Women, Humewood 
House and Robertson House. In 2002, Ms Altilia opened a 
storefront on Parliament St. called the Centre for Possibilities, 
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giving young moms not affiliated with a social service agency 
access to book group discussions and a nurturing environment in 
which to write, publish and perform their own poetry. 
 
Last year, in response to demand from book group members, Ms 
Altilia launched Yo’Mama, an innovative magazine written by 
young women for young mothers. Not only does the magazine 
provide peer mentoring and support to a vulnerable population, it 
is used as resource material by the Toronto Children’s Aid 
Society and Toronto Social Services staff working with young 
women in the Learning Earning and Parenting program. 
 
In 2003, Ms Altilia was invited to join the Metro Toronto 
Working Group on Language, Literacy and Equity Issues and 
helped the group organize International Literacy Day at city hall. 
She was an advisor for Toronto’s Youth and Literacy 
Symposium in February this year. 
 
Literature for Life has captured the imagination and support of 
community and business leaders  including Desmond and Leah 
Tutu, Indigo Books and Music, Onex, Rotary Charitable 
Foundation of Toronto, Palmer Jarvis, Leo Burnett, Ontario 
Trillium Foundation, the federal Department of Justice, the 
Raptors Foundation and the Tides Foundation – Give Girls a 
Chance.  
 
Ms Altilia grew up in Toronto and taught Gr. 7 and 8 in the city 
before moving to Kitchener-Waterloo in the 1970s. In K-W she 
continued her teaching career and studied English part time at 
the University of Waterloo’s St. Jerome’s College. She took up 
part-time studies again – in social work and communications -- 
at Loyola University in Chicago during the mid 1990s. 
 
She is married to Tony Altilia, the president of a local 
advertising firm. The couple have three boys aged 14, 17 and 21. 

 

BOOK REVIEW 

Greer, Jane (ed.) (2003). Girls and literacy in America: 
historical perspectives to the present. Santa Barbara, California: 
ABC-CLIO.  $85.00 USD. 

Reviewed by: Joseph E. Zimmer, St. Bonaventure University 

Girls and Literacy in America is a collection of essays on the 
social history of the literacy of girls in America from colonial 
times to the present.  As I began to read this book, I was struck 
by the dearth of information and documents that are available 
regarding the literacy of girls in the United States, especially 
during the colonial period.  In many ways, it seems we have 
more artifacts from the ancient Greeks and Romans than we do 
from the literate lives of these young women who lived just a 
few centuries ago. 
 
One of the challenges of social history in literacy is to collect 
and analyze enough evidence to create an argument that allows 
the reader to somehow visualize what the literacy lives of people 
were like.  The authors of the first sections of the book do an 

admirable job at this, using various devices to create this 
visualization. 
 
In Chapter 1, “The Uses of Literacy by Girls in Colonial 
America,” E. Jennifer Monaghan first explores the disparity of 
power between the sexes during the colonial period and the role 
that religion played in the “poor laws” that prompted the 
education of young women.  While writing instruction was not 
viewed as important for a young woman as for a young man, 
many women succeeded in using the minimal instruction they 
had to educate themselves through the uses of reading and 
writing.  Monaghan then presents examples of writing from four 
young women who were, admittedly, among the educated elite 
of their times.  These include Phillis Wheatley, an enslaved 
African whose family fostered her literacy.  Even with limited 
opportunities for literacy available, the reading and writing of 
these young women persisted and even flourished.  This chapter 
reinforces the common conception that literacy among girls in 
colonial times was primarily an effect of Protestant beliefs about 
the links among literacy, spirituality and religion. 
 
The question “What is the role of the education of women in the 
new republic?” was the main subject of Chapter 2, “‘A Few 
Patchwork Opinions’: Piecing Together Narratives of U. S. 
Girls’ Early National Schooling” by Janet Carey Eldred and 
Peter Mortensen.  Eldred and Mortensen assert that the founders 
of the republic had an idealized vision of the United States at its 
founding that included the education of women so that they 
could be the mothers and first teachers of the citizenry.  Through 
creating a case study of the journals and other writings of Eliza 
Southgate Bowne, the authors demonstrate the difficulties and 
prejudices, both familial and institutional, that continued to 
block women from becoming educated well into the nineteenth 
century.  
 
In Chapter 3, “Nineteenth-Century Girls and Literacy,” Jean 
Ferguson Carr triangulates the views of girls’ literacy in the 
nineteenth century by exploring the literacy of real girls and by 
exploring the ways that girls’ literacy was portrayed in novels of 
the day.  This chapter reveals the tremendous expansion of 
educational opportunities for girls in the nineteenth century.  At 
the beginning of the century, girls’ literacy seems confined to 
domestic duties, whereas by the end of the century, girls and 
women are becoming full fledged members of the literati, both 
as readers and as writers of fiction and textbooks. 
 
Girls’ experiences at the Genoa Indian School, a Native 
American boarding school which operated from 1884 to 1934, is 
the subject of Chapter 4, “Girls’ Literacy in the Progressive Era: 
Female and American Indian Identity at the Genoa Indian 
School.”  This fascinating study by Amy Goodburn shows how 
the common school movement and the progressive movement 
converged to create these boarding schools where girls were 
Americanized and their Native American culture was 
marginalized.  By presenting the writing of many girls in the 
school, Goodburn demonstrates clearly how successful the 
school was at getting girls to reject their culture and embrace 
more mainstream American culture.  Her examination of Stiya: 
A Carlisle Indian Girl at Home, a conduct book used by girls at 
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the Genoa school, demonstrates how literature was used to turn 
girls away from their parents and their communities. 
 
Chapter 5, “‘That Cosmopolitan Feeling’: Teenage Girls and 
Literacy, 1920-1970,” by Kelly Schrum, explores the 
establishment of girls as a cultural and economic force in the 
proliferation of printed materials of the twentieth century.  With 
the emergence of high school as a standard for both boys and 
girls, the concept of “teenager” came to the fore.  This chapter 
explores the ways that girls used their literacy skills, their 
independence and their growing economic power to induce the 
growth of published materials aimed at them.  Schrum not only 
analyzes those girls who fell into the stereotype of reading teen 
magazines, reading romance novels and writing in their diaries.  
She also looks at the writing of some girls who fought against 
that stereotype, and she examined how the women’s liberation 
movement of the 1960s and 1970s changed the market for girls’ 
reading materials. 
 
The final content chapter of the book, Chapter 6, “Expanding 
Literacies at the End of the Twentieth Century: Girls, Writing, 
and Science Education,” shows a view of girls’ literacy today 
through the lens of science education.  The authors, Lisa Weems, 
Paul Miller, Janet Russell, and Andrea A. Lunsford, show that 
there is still much work to be done in drawing girls’ interest to 
science education because of identity, body issues, and gender 
roles.  In the chapter, they describe a successful project where 
they drew girls into a science class by allowing them to use their 
natural voices through extensive writing in the class. 
 
One of the most remarkable and valuable features of the book is 
Part Two, which comprises more than half of the book and 
contains a collection of primary documents for researchers to 
explore.  These documents draw readers in and invite them to 
join the historical conversation about girls and literacy in the 
United States.  Also, at the end of each content chapter, the 
authors have written a series of often extensive notes that allow 
researchers to see the structure and direction the authors took in 
their studies. 
 
This pioneering book lays a solid groundwork for the study of 
girls and literacy, illustrates the shortage of research in this area, 
and challenges those of us in the history of literacy to take a 
closer look at the literacy of girls in America. 
 
 
NAME CHANGE INITIATIVE FAILS 
 
This past spring there was a ballot put forward to change the 
name of the History of Reading Special Interest Group to the 
History of Literacy Special Interest Group.  After collecting 
and counting the ballots, the SIG was split down the middle on 
the issue, with 20 people voting for the change and 20 people 
voting against.  With the requirement of a 2/3 majority for a 
name change not met, the SIG will remain the History of 
Reading SIG. 
 
 

NEW WORK ON LITERACY IN AMERICA 
 
Edward E. Gordon and Elaine H. Gordon have authored a book 
titled Literacy in America: Historic Journey and Contemporary 
Solutions (2003). Its publishers, Praeger Publishers, 88 Post 
Road West, Westport, CT 06881, call it “the first comprehensive 
history of how the American people achieved varying degrees of 
literacy from early colonial times to the modern era…The 
authors…explore the literacy agents, methods, and materials 
used at different times and places throughout the history of the 
country.” Paperback. ISBN: 0-275-97864-8. 352 pages. $24.95. 
See www.greenwood.com. 
 
A review of the Gordons’ book by Joseph Zimmer is scheduled 
to appear in the December 2004 issue of the Journal of 
Adolescent and Adult Literacy. 
 
 
NEW RESOURCE ON READING IN ENGLAND 
 
Kevin Sharpe and Steven N. Zwicker, eds. Reading, Society and 
Politics in Early Modern England. New York and Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2003. x + 363 pp. Notes, index. 
$70.00 (cloth), ISBN 0-521-82434-6.  
 
 
GOOD SOURCE FOR GERMAN TEXTBOOKS 
 
The Georg-Eckert Institut für internationale Schulbuchforschung 
in Braunschweig, Germany has an impressive collection of 
textbooks including textbooks used in schools during the Nazi 
era. Their website is http://www.gei.de/  
 
 
HISTORY AS A LITERACY RESEARCH 
METHODOLOGY 
 
Two former SIG presidents, Norman Stahl and Douglas 
Hartman, have contributed a chapter titled “Doing Historical 
Research on Literacy” to a new book published by Guilford 
Press, Literacy Research Methodologies (2004). Edited by Nell 
Duke and Marla Mallette , the book presents 13 methodologies 
used in literacy research, ranging from case-study to 
ethnographic research. Paperback. ISBN 1-59385-059-X. 364 
pages. $35.00 (discounted to $31.50). See 
www.guilford.com/pr/duke.htm for more details.  
 
 
SIG MEETS IN RENO, NEVADA    
 
The 2004 International Reading Association Convention in 
Reno, Nevada included a meeting of the History of Reading 
SIG.  The meeting was organized by Doug Hartman and chaired 
by Marilyn McKinney and five papers were presented: 
 
Where Art Thou, Pendulum? by Beth Ann Bader-Paetschow.  
This presentation compared the literacy attitudes of Americans 
during the Jacksonian era with those in modern day California. 
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A String of Pearls:  Three Leading Ladies of Adult Literacy in 
the 20th Century by Thomas G. Sticht.  This presentation traced 
the influence of Cora Wilson Stewart of Kentucky on the adult 
literacy education practices of Wil Lou Gray of South Carolina 
and Septima Poinsetta Clark of Tennessee—all of which made 
profound contributions to adult literacy education in the 20th 
century. 
 
A History of English Reading and Writing in Burma by Avon 
Crismore.  This presentation chronicled the key developments in 
the history of Burmese literacy from early missionaries and 
teachers from India and England through Burma’s military junta 
to today. 
 
Literacy in the Life of an Eight Year Old in 1888 by Steven 
Lynch.  This presentation profiled the forms of literacy used in 
the everyday life of an eight-year-old girl who lived in a small 
central Illinois town during the year 1888. 
 
Noah Webster:  America’s First Reformer of Reading Instruction 
by Barbara Ruth Peltzman.  This presentation discussed the 
contributions of Noah Webster to the reform of American 
reading instruction. 

 

SIG ELECTS NEW LEADERSHIP 
The elections for new officers in the SIG were held in the spring.  
The new board members are listed below with their email 
addresses: 
 
President: George Kamberelis  
gkamberelis@uamail.albany.edu 
 
First Vice President: Marilyn McKinney 
marilyn@unlv.nevada.edu  
 
Second Vice President: Sarah Wadsworth 
sarah.wadsworth@marquette.edu  
 
Secretary: Phyllis Schantz 
phschantz@yahoo.com  
 
Treasurer: Grace Vyduna-Haskins 
gsh@mc.net   
 
Member at Large: Steve Lynch 
slynch@unionky.edu  
 
Member at Large: Allen Berger 
bergera@muohio.edu  
 
Congratulations to our new board. 

 

MEMBERS’ NEWS  
Marsha Britton  is rejoining the SIG and has recently completed 
her dissertation, Dick and Jane Revisited: A History and an 

Examination of the Philosophy and Methodology of the Scott 
Foresman Beginning Reading Series from the 1920s through the 
1960s.  She also expresses her thanks to several members of the 
SIG who helped her greatly with her research. 
 

Burt Kimmelman , Associate Professor of English Director, 
BA/BS Degree Program in Professional and Technical 
Communication in the Department of Humanities at the New 
Jersey Institute of Technology has had two articles published 
recently dealing with the history of reading: 

“The Trope of Reading in the Fourteenth Century,” Reading and 
Literacy in the Middle Ages and the Renaissance; Arizona 
Studies in the Middle Ages and the Renaissance Volume 8, Ed, 
Ian  Moulton, Turnhout, Belgium: Brepols, 2004, pp. 25-44 
  
“Text and Selfhood in Medieval and Postmodern Worlds,” 
Readerly/Writerly Texts 10.1, 10.2 (Spring/Summer-Fall/Winter 
2002 and Spring/Summer 2003): 51-60 
 
 
HISTORY OF READING SIG AWARDS GO ON 
THREE YEAR CYCLE 
 
Through the tireless work of Doug Hartman, immediate past-
president of the History of Reading SIG, the SIG is now offering 
three awards that will be awarded on a three year cycle. 
 
The E. Jennifer Monaghan Award (as described earlier in this 
issue of the HRN) for the outstanding book in the history of 
reading will be awarded next year with a deadline for 
applications of January 15, 2005. 
 
The Joyce M. Morris Award for the outstanding article in the 
history of reading will be presented in 1996. 
 
The A. Garr Cranney Award for the outstanding thesis/ 
dissertation in the history of reading will be presented in 2007. 
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