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OBITUARY Richard L.
Venezky, 1938-2004

Dick Venezky, the Unidel Professor of Educational Studies,
professor of Computer and Information Sciences pnodessor

of Linguistics at the University of Delaware, died June 11,
2004, at the age of 66. Professor Venezky had medarkable
contributions to the theory, research, practice arglory of
literacy. With his death, the academic world hast lone of its
most brilliant minds, the history of literacy andtetacy
acquisition its most important historian, and théstéty of
Reading SIG a longtime supporter, officer, andnitlie

Dick’s career sparkled with honors. He was the ol
Research Director for the U.S. Secretary of Edoodtilnitiative
on Reading and Writing (1995-1998); President ef Reading
Hall of Fame (1996-97); Director of Computing fohet
Dictionary of Old English at the University of Tarm and Co-
Director for Research and Development for the NeicCenter
on Adult Literacy (1990-95); scholar in residendettze U.S.
Department of Education (1997-98), and Senior Rebea at
the Organisation of Economic Co-operation and Dmwelent
(OECD) in Paris (1999-2001). In 1999 he was awarthesl
Distinguished Service Award by the Society for Beentific
Study of Education.

Single author of two books on English orthograpi®70,
1999a), coauthor of four other books, coeditor mbther four,
sole author of at least 21 articles and coauthoarafther 19,
author or coauthor of 60 chapters in books, Dicka#ky was
astonishing in the breadth and depth of his woris. iHterests
ranged from orthography to pedagogy, from aduérdity to
computer-assisted instruction, from the relatiopshietween
literacy and political participation to the histooy spelling and
reading instructional texts. Here we focus only is
contributions to the history of literacy, which aredanger of
being overshadowed by his other accomplishments.

Although Dick turned his attention to his othereirgsts over the
last few years, his contributions to the SIG werefgund and
lasting. In fact, the SIG might not now exist hadrfot steered it
in its infancy in the right direction. It was he avkuggested that
a group eager to find a home within the InternatioReading
Association (IRA) should become a Special Inter€sbup
(SIG); he who put us in touch with IRA ExecutivecBsary-
Treasurer Ralph Staiger to effect this; and he Wit his
already illustrious name to the first organizatiomeeting of the
History of Reading SIG, held on May 13, 1975, iMN¥ork at
the 2f' annual convention of the International Reading
Association. Because the fledgling SIG was a lagtutae
addition to the program, we put up hand-lettergdsi

advertising Richard Venezky as our speaker. Hisendnew a
gratifyingly large number of people under the cinstances, 16
of whom signed up for the SIG.

Dick was faithful in his support of the SIG oveetlears. He
declined the presidency, but he served §8/&e-President for
the 1984/85 year and again in 1985/86, and™ag¢ide-President
in 1986/87 and 1987/88. News items from and abaut drop

up almost annually in the SIGHistory of Reading Newd hey

include his “Researchers’ Guide” to ™®entury textbook
collections (1984a) and a news item on his electonthe

Reading Hall of Fame in 1991. Reached for commenthis

honor, Dick remarked, “I am looking forward to radeg my

cane and rocking chair” (Dick Venezky enters, 1991)

Although Dick was so distinguished, he was utterly
unpretentious. One of the ways he supported histeag in
chairing or speaking at history symposia at the bRganized by
others, despite knowing the audience would be sn@h
Tuesday morning of April 30, 1996, at the IRA contien in
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New Orleans, he drew such vast crowds as prograjanaer
and president elect of the Reading Hall of Famé gt rooms
could not contain them all. Yet in the afternodmere he was,
speaking on “Historical Research in Literacy: Theure,” to the
faithful few.

Dick’s interest in the history of literacy datesledst as far back
as his research for his dissertation, which appkekter in book
form (1970). He then published his “historical perstive” on

research into reading processes (1977). In an ‘@ighQuery”

(1982/1983) in the SIG’'s newsletter, thtistory of Reading
News Dick reported that he was working on the histofyate

19"-century reading instruction and that he was “patsrly

looking for any information on Lewis Baxter Monr@ad his

wife, authors of theMonroe Reader$ He had to leave this
larger history unfinished, but his discussion ohaus and
reading textbooks between the 1880s and 1940ssaidh be
published (in press a; see also 1990a).

Happily, Dick was able to complete his work on $ipgl and
spelling instruction. Beginning with the revisionf dis
dissertation,The Structure of English Orthograph{d970), and
continuing with notes on the history of English lipg (1976),
he proceeded to discuss the formative years foilirspe
instruction and reform in the U.S.A. He identifieds key
figures, Noah Webster (who introduced “Americanelipgs
such as “center” and “honor”), the"@entury reformer Dr. J.M.
Rice, and Franklin D. Roosevelt, a fan of reformgeelling
(1980) (cf. 2001a). Dick's work culminated iFhe American

microfiche. The collection embraces 844 primary rees,
ranging from a 1777 edition of théew England Primeto an
introductory reading textbook of 1948/ords on Paper: First
Steps in ReadindPublished just as the 1980s boom became the
1990s depression and web reproductions of old bbeksn to
supplant microfiche versions, this rich resource ba found in
disappointingly few libraries.

No list, however, of accomplishments and publicatiocan
convey what Dick Venezky was like as a person. Hde the last
of the Renaissance men: a man who was master of
humanities and sciences alike. There seemed nbtbrmvhat he
knew. Yet along with his astonishing erudition, Bizas witty
and warm, kind and courageous.

the

Colleagues and friends of Dick Venezky sought foway to
show their appreciation for Dick and his work. Tdmabasso
and Dominic Massaro conceived the idea of a fesdfschnd
Roberta Golinkoff and Lou Mosberg, with Massaro’slph
organized it from the University of Delaware.

On May 22, 2004, the festschrift for Dick was helt the
Winterthur Museum, Delaware, and papers were pteden his
honor. (See Trabasso, Sabatini, Massaro, & Calfeg@ress).
Too ill to attend the festschrift himself, Dick $@oto us all from
his hospital bed at the end of the day. He likedegin his talks
with a little self-deprecating joke, and he did again now. I
always thought,” he said, “that festschrifts wereeg to those
who were old and wrinkled and white-haired. Andds, | look

Way of Spellind1999a), which includes chapters on the historyin the mirror, this has now come to pass.” As wecahned

of English orthography and on spelling reform.

Elsewhere, Dick outlined what “a modern history rebding
instruction” should look like (1986a), commented Iiaracy,
society and school reform (1996), and reviewed rturg of
NSSE publications on reading (2001b).

Dick was much in demand for contributing to handto
particularly theHandbook of Reading Researtte wrote on the
history of reading research (1984b), the developroétiteracy

in the industrialized nations of the West (1991nd,afor an

international handbook, on the impact of Christiaissionaries
on literacy (1999b).

Of Dick's many journal and newsletter articles dterhcy
history, his “History of the American Reading Textik” is
particularly important and informative (1987). Dicklso
reviewed the history of phonics (1981) and the insgof the
“chasm” between school instruction and adult liégraneeds
(1982). He discussed the relationships among titerlteracy
instruction, and the emerging history of the boiaidf (1986Db).
His encyclopedia entries include the history of dirg
instruction (1994), spelling (2001a), schoolbook€Qlc) and
textbooks (in press b).

Dick was also responsible for a major effort on delof the
preservation and dissemination of primary souréts.selected
the sources and wrote the introduction Tdre UPA American
Primers Collection (1990b), for which the University
Publications of America reproduced old schoolboots

toward the microphone to hear him, there was ndtyaeye in
the room.

Dick leaves a devoted family: his wife, CouncilwamKaren
Venezky, his son Elie, his daughter Dina, her hodb&tephen
Hahn, and grandsons Benjamin (born on Dick’s bathdand
Nathaniel Read, who was born three days after Bidk'ath and
named after him. (Nathaniel's middle name should be
interpreted as “Read!”).

Those wishing to honor Dick’s memory may contribigtéhe
Richard L. Venezky Award c/o Lou Mosberg, Ph.D h&a of
Education, University of Delaware, Newark, DE 197C6Becks
for the Venezky Award should be made out to theit@rsity of
Delaware,” with “Venezky Award” added to the memuel
Contributions may also be sent to the Jewish Féderdl00
West 10, Suite 301, Wilmington, DE 19801.

Those who have personal reminiscences and photDickfare
encouraged to send them to Dina Venezky at
<dina.venezky@blueslugs.com> for a website thatbésng
constructed in his memory.
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This obituary was generously contributed by E. Fenn
Monaghan.

FESTSCHRIFT FOR RICHARD L. VENEZKY

On May 22, 2004, a festschrift was held at the fihiur
Museum, Delaware, in honor dRichard L. Venezky (see
“Obituary,” p. 1) Tom Trabasso, University of Chjra and
Dominic Massaro, University of California—Santa grihad
conceived of the idea, and Roberta Golinkoff and Mosberg
of the University of Delaware became the local aigers. With
Dick’s help, Trabasso and Massaro collaborated Withbert
Calfee and John Sabatini to develop a list of doutors. Some
fifty colleagues, friends, students, and other adrsi attended
the day-long presentation of papers and strolleding breaks,
through the beautiful grounds of the Winterthur Euws. In the
evening, presenters attended a dinner hosted blysDigife,
Karen Venezky, at the DuPont Hotel in Delaware. Although
Dick himself could not be present, his and Karesos Elie

joined the feast. All the guests spoke of theirnaarion to Dick

and reminisced fondly about him. Apparently, thdyaactivity
Dick did not excel at was fishing.

The papers from the festschrift, all of which drawVenezky's
work in one form or another, will be published bawrence
Erlbaum Associates in April 2005. Titldetom Orthography to
Pedagogy: Essays in Honor of Richard L. Vengzkgy are
edited by Thomas Trabassg John Sabatini Dominic W.
Massaro, andRobert C. Calfee

One of the authors is SIG memiRose-Marie Weber whose
chapter focuses on the challenges young childreze fen
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bridging sound and spelling. Other chapters incladénsightful

1. Submit three copies of the ‘Title Page Form.’

tutorial byRobert Calfeeon Venezky's analyses of the structure downloadable copy of this form can be found on 8i&'s

of English orthography; a review of old and neweash by
Massaro and Alexandra Jesse which disproves such simplistic
ideas as the notion that words are read as whalesinply
mapped directly onto spoken language; amdabassds
description of his theoretical and empirical reskasn narrative
comprehension.

website: _http://www.historyliteracy.org

2. Submit three copies of an abstract. The alisstaauld be

typewritten. Photocopies are acceptable.

3. Submit three copies of a 1-2 page letter thatinms the
merits of the book, including the reasons for iteique

Roberta Golinkoff writes on how spoken language is acquiredcontribution to the history of literacy and the sdness or

and on the importance of infant-directed speech, Micthael
Kamil describes an instructional approach that

informational text instead of stories to teach dfgh to read.
Antonette DiPaolo Healey discusses théictionary of Old

originality of its methodology. It should be sireggpaced and

usewritten in English. Font size should be no smathemn 12 point.

The letter should be written on letterhead and exigby the
nominator.

English a computer-corpus-based dictionary to which Dick

Venezky devoted his amazing computer expertiseliagdistic
knowledge as its Director of Computing while thetidinary
voyaged from microfiche to CD-ROM.

Other chapters in the festschrift volume discustofa affecting
adult literacy, interactions between cognition aedhnology,
and how creative technology might enhance the ngadi
experience.Tim Shanahan journeys through the history of
reading research to the research syntheses ofitheetury that
guide education policy.

For more information, search foFrom Orthography to
Pedagogy ISBN 0-8058-5089-9, at
Associates, www.erlbaum.com

E. JENNIFER MONAGHAN
BOOK AWARD

Guidelines for 2005 Award Year

The History of Reading Special Interest Groupf the
International Reading Association sponsors a ti@raward for
an outstanding book on the history of literacy.pize of $100
will be awarded to the single or co-authored bdwi tepresents
the best scholarship on the history of literacyalily defined to
include the history of authorship, books, instrotiaudiences,
publishing, spelling, libraries, reading, and wniti

The winning book is announced at the annual meatinthe

History of Reading SIG, which coincides with theelmational

Reading Association’s annual meeting in early Mdyeach

year. Winners of the award receive a special @apiwell as a
three-year membership in the SIG.

Recipients of the award are invited to present gep&®ased on
their book as part of the next annual meeting ef G. The
deadline for submitting applications for the 200%aed is

January 15, 2005; books must have a copyright Hateeen
January 1, 2002 and December 31, 2004.

GUIDELINES FOR APPLYING

4. Submit a photocopy of the book’s copyright pagegsting to
the date of its publication.

5. Only books published between January 1, 2002 sue:mber
31, 2004 will be considered for the 2005 award. réviitnan one
book may be submitted from a single publisher dhau

6. The author’s/authors’ book must clearly be astdmical
research project related to literacy.

7. All entries will be judged by a jury of threg¢eliacy historians
who are members of the E. Jennifer Monaghan Boolardw

Lawrence Erlbaum Committee. The decision of the judges will be fina

8. The envelope containing 3 copies of the TitlgeP&orm, 3
copies of the Abstract, 3 copies of the Letter, antbpy of the
Copyright Page must be postmarked no later thanadgnl5,
2005, and sent to:

Douglas K. Hartman

Neag School of Education

224 Gentry Building

249 Glenbrook Road, Unit 2033
University of Connecticut
Storrs, CT 06269-2033

(860) 486-1154
douglas.hartman@uconn.edu

9. Additional information and copies of the formencbe found
at the SIG’s website: http://historyliteracy.org

10. Application materials that do not adhere dtriti the above
guidelines will be eliminated from the competitionFinal
determination of adherence to the guidelines vélhtade by the
chairperson of the Award Committee.

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION
The book will be judged on the following criteria:

1. Significance of study to the field of literacigtory.

2. Clear identification and relevance of the questiesearched
to the history of literacy.

3. Appropriate methodology used in relation to ttopic
investigated (archival research, oral history,)etc.

4. Utilization of appropriate or sufficient primasgurces.
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5. Appropriate and effective use of secondary ssirc more established researchers will leave a collectb their
6. Conclusions appropriate given the design andltseesf the  papers to the archives of the university at whiytworked.
research.

TIPS FOR GATHERING BIOGRAPHICAL JOSEPHINE ALTILIA

DATA Helping young moms open doors by opening books
YWCA Woman of Distinction Award 2004, Volunteer
By Joseph Zimmer

| am intensely working on my chapter on Walter ean for
the Reading Pioneers book project being coordinbte&usan
Israel and Ed Fry for the Reading Hall of Famenc8ithis was
my first foray into a biography of a college prafes | was a bit
lost as to where to find information that went begomy
subject’s established publications. | know thatnynaf the
members of the SIG are working on this project) smought |
would pass on a few pearls of wisdom from my wookfar.
Here are a few tips that I've stumbled across inresgearches so
far:

1. Find basic biographies Hopefully your subject was famous
enough to be listed in a compendium lik€ho's Who in
American Educators This and similar publications can provide
you with at least the basic facts about a persbints, education,
professional work and death. In researching Dearbbalso

found a few biographical dictionaries of psychofitgiin which  josephine Altilia is the founder and volunteer Exie Director

he appears. of Literature for Life, a literacy program for ddbaantaged

2. Look for tributes. It may be profitable to look in young mothers in Toronto’s inner city. She recsitiis year's
professional journals and other publications arothedtime of  \yomen of Distinction Award for Volunteerism.

the subject’'s death. This can quite often providmites to the
subject made by former students, colleagues aeddsi (like the  Through weekly gatherings at shelters and resocesgers,

tribute to Dick Venezky that appears in this isefithe HRN). Literature for Life provides a safe environment &dfrisk teen
3. Go online. There are many online services available fofmoms and their children to come together and stregoy of
genealogical research. | have uséacestry.compretty reading, writing and self-expression. By discongrand using

successfully for my research. | found census d=which can  thejr own “voice,” these young women build the gpand

give clues about spouses and children), militagords, death personal skills they need to become stronger parend role
notices, and even pictures of gravestones. Whiaymof these  odels for their children.

services have a charge, they also have free thalsgive you

enough time to get what you need for free. _ Ms Altilia’s understanding of the links among liey,

4. Talk to others. | contacted some of our friends in the SIG community and good mental health comes from hémitg as a
whom | know have done similar research before. yThere  primary school teacher and her life-long commitment
very helpful in providing me with any informatiohey had on  ynderprivileged youth. The program’s success builisesearch

my s_ubject. _ ) _ that shows if young disadvantaged mothers are stgghathey
5. Find a relative. As a professor at a private college, it an turn their lives around.

occurred to me that when we name a building orhmlacship

after someone, we usually maintain contact with femeily of s Altilia modeled Literature for Life on the highkuccessful
that person. When | was researching Dearbornumdoon the | jterature for All of Us in Chicago, lllinois, whershe was an
Internet that there is a school in Massachusetis ithnamed ctive volunteer from 1993 to 1999. When she netdrto
after him. | contacted the school, and sure enpubbBy  Toronto, Ms Altilia volunteered at the inner cith@ch Street
maintain contact with one of Dearborn’s daughtersam now  school as a teaching assistant, tutoring studentsiath and
worklng.wnh her to verify all of the nonacademi@tements | reading. She ran a special literacy project foidkcABC at the
am making about Dearborn. R _ Centre for Addiction Research in Toronto. In 20Cthe
6. Use interlibrary loan. If your university library is not dedicated herself full-time to the vision of creatiLiterature for
complete with regard to your subject's works, yowowd | fe initially running the program out of her home

consider visiting a larger library or using intérhry loan to

gather the professional materials you'll need toptete your | jterature for Life book groups currently run assie’s Centre
study. ) ) for Teenagers, the Massey Centre for Women, Humdwoo
7. Look for collections of papers While many professors leave Hgyse and Robertson House. In 2002, Ms Altilia ek
their offices for retirement and shred all of thpapers, some storefront on Parliament St. called the CentreFossibilities,
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giving young moms not affiliated with a social seevagency
access to book group discussions and a nurturivigogment in
which to write, publish and perform their own pgetr

Last year, in response to demand from book groumlmees, Ms

Altilia launched Yo'Mama an innovative magazine written by

young women for young mothers. Not only does thgamme
provide peer mentoring and support to a vulnerpbleulation, it
is used as resource material by the Toronto ChildreAid
Society and Toronto Social Services staff workinighwoung
women in the Learning Earning and Parenting program

In 2003, Ms Altilia was invited to join the Metroofonto
Working Group on Language, Literacy and Equity éssand
helped the group organize International Literacy Bacity hall.

admirable job at this, using various devices toatethis
visualization.

In Chapter 1, “The Uses of Literacy by Girls in Guoial
America,” E. Jennifer Monaghan first explores thspdrity of
power between the sexes during the colonial peaiwtithe role
that religion played in the “poor laws” that prormgt the
education of young women. While writing instructizvas not
viewed as important for a young woman as for a gooran,
many women succeeded in using the minimal inswacthey
had to educate themselves through the uses of ngaatd
writing. Monaghan then presents examples of vgifiom four
young women who were, admittedly, among the eddcatite
of their times. These include Phillis Wheatley, amslaved
African whose family fostered her literacy. Everthalimited

She was an advisor for Toronto's Youth and Literacyopportunities for literacy available, the readingdawriting of

Symposium in February this year.

Literature for Life has captured the imaginatiord aupport of
community and business leaders including DesmartLa&eah
Tutu, Indigo Books and Music, Onex, Rotary Chatiab
Foundation of Toronto, Palmer Jarvis, Leo Burn@ntario
Trillium Foundation, the federal Department of st the
Raptors Foundation and the Tides Foundation — @ins a
Chance.

Ms Altilia grew up in Toronto and taught Gr. 7 a®dn the city
before moving to Kitchener-Waterloo in the 1970sKFW she
continued her teaching career and studied Englgh thme at
the University of Waterloo’s St. Jerome’s Colle§he took up
part-time studies again — in social work and comications --
at Loyola University in Chicago during the mid 1890

She is married to Tony Altilia, the president of lacal
advertising firm. The couple have three boys agedlY and 21.

BOOK REVIEW

Greer, Jane (ed.) (2003)irls and literacy in America:
historical perspectives to the presefainta Barbara, California:
ABC-CLIO. $85.00 USD.

Reviewed by: Joseph E. Zimmer, St. Bonaventure &fsity

Girls and Literacy in Americas a collection of essays on the

social history of the literacy of girls in Amerideom colonial
times to the present. As | began to read this pbekas struck
by the dearth of information and documents that available
regarding the literacy of girls in the United Sttespecially
during the colonial period. In many ways, it seews have
more artifacts from the ancient Greeks and Romhas we do
from the literate lives of these young women whadi just a
few centuries ago.

One of the challenges of social history in literasyto collect
and analyze enough evidence to create an argumanatiows
the reader to somehow visualize what the litera@slof people
were like. The authors of the first sections of thook do an

these young women persisted and even flourishdds chapter
reinforces the common conception that literacy agnginls in
colonial times was primarily an effect of Protesthaliefs about
the links among literacy, spirituality and religion

The question “What is the role of the educationvomen in the
new republic?” was the main subject of Chapter ‘3, Few
Patchwork Opinions’; Piecing Together Narratives Wf S.
Girls’ Early National Schooling” by Janet Carey &d and
Peter Mortensen. Eldred and Mortensen asserttihgbunders
of the republic had an idealized vision of the EdiStates at its
founding that included the education of women sat tthey
could be the mothers and first teachers of theeritiy. Through
creating a case study of the journals and othetings of Eliza
Southgate Bowne, the authors demonstrate the ulifés and
prejudices, both familial and institutional, thabntinued to
block women from becoming educated well into theetéenth
century.

In Chapter 3, “Nineteenth-Century Girls and LitgrdcJean
Ferguson Carr triangulates the views of girls'rby in the
nineteenth century by exploring the literacy ofl rgidls and by
exploring the ways that girls’ literacy was poriedyin novels of
the day. This chapter reveals the tremendous skparof
educational opportunities for girls in the ninetiecentury. At
the beginning of the century, girls’ literacy seeomnfined to
domestic duties, whereas by the end of the cenirls and
women are becoming full fledged members of thedtte both
as readers and as writers of fiction and textbooks.

Girls’ experiences at the Genoa Indian School, aivia
American boarding school which operated from 1884334, is
the subject of Chapter 4, “Girls’ Literacy in theoBressive Era:
Female and American Indian Identity at the Genoédiam
School.” This fascinating study by Amy Goodburmowsk how
the common school movement and the progressive mewe
converged to create these boarding schools whete \gere
Americanized and their Native American
marginalized. By presenting the writing of manylgiin the

school, Goodburn demonstrates clearly how sucdegbfe

school was at getting girls to reject their cultared embrace
more mainstream American culture. Her examinatibStiya:

A Carlisle Indian Girl at Homea conduct book used by girls at

culture was



History of Reading News

Fall 2004 7

the Genoa school, demonstrates how literature wad to turn
girls away from their parents and their communities

Chapter 5, “That Cosmopolitan Feeling’: Teenagel<sand
Literacy, 1920-1970,” by Kelly Schrum,
establishment of girls as a cultural and econoroicd in the
proliferation of printed materials of the twentietantury. With
the emergence of high school as a standard for boyls and
girls, the concept of “teenager” came to the fofihis chapter
explores the ways that girls used their literacyllssktheir

independence and their growing economic power dmide the
growth of published materials aimed at them. Schnot only
analyzes those girls who fell into the stereotypeeading teen
magazines, reading romance novels and writing éir tiiaries.
She also looks at the writing of some girls whodisuagainst
that stereotype, and she examined how the woméeésation
movement of the 1960s and 1970s changed the miarkgirls’

reading materials.

The final content chapter of the book, Chapter Bxganding
Literacies at the End of the Twentieth Century:IGikVriting,

and Science Education,” shows a view of girls'ritey today
through the lens of science education. The authisa Weems,
Paul Miller, Janet Russell, and Andrea A. Lunsfalow that
there is still much work to be done in drawing gjiihterest to
science education because of identity, body issaied, gender
roles. In the chapter, they describe a succegstject where
they drew girls into a science class by allowingnthto use their
natural voices through extensive writing in thessla

One of the most remarkable and valuable featuréseobook is
Part Two, which comprises more than half of the kand
contains a collection of primary documents for egshers to
explore. These documents draw readers in andeitkigm to
join the historical conversation about girls angricy in the
United States. Also, at the end of each conteapter, the
authors have written a series of often extensitesthat allow
researchers to see the structure and directioautiers took in
their studies.

This pioneering book lays a solid groundwork foe #tudy of
girls and literacy, illustrates the shortage okggsh in this area,
and challenges those of us in the history of lidgrto take a
closer look at the literacy of girls in America.

NAME CHANGE INITIATIVE FAILS

This past spring there was a ballot put forwarcchange the
name of theHistory of Reading Special Interest Group to the
History of Literacy Special Interest Group. After collecting
and counting the ballots, the SIG was split dowa riddle on
the issue, with 20 people voting for the change 2@dheople
voting against. With the requirement of a 2/3 migjofor a
name change not met, the SIG will remain the Hystof
Reading SIG.

NEW WORK ON LITERACY IN AMERICA

Edward E. Gordon and Elaine H. Gordon have autharbdok
titled Literacy in America: Historic Journey and Contemggr

explores  the Sp|utions (2003). Its publishers, Praeger Publishers, 88 Post

Road West, Westport, CT 06881, call it “the firestprehensive
history of how the American people achieved varydegrees of
literacy from early colonial times to the moderna.erThe
authors...explore the literacy agents, methods, anteriabs
used at different times and places throughout th®ry of the
country.” Paperback. ISBN: 0-275-97864-8. 352 pa§ed.95.
See www.greenwood.cam

A review of the Gordons’ book by Joseph Zimmerdbesiuled
to appear in the December 2004 issue of foarnal of
Adolescent and Adult Literacy

NEW RESOURCE ON READING IN ENGLAND

Kevin Sharpe and Steven N. Zwicker, eds. Readingie8/ and
Politics in Early Modern England. New York and Caidge:
Cambridge University Press, 2003. x + 363 pp. Noiedex.
$70.00 (cloth), ISBN 0-521-82434-6.

GOOD SOURCE FOR GERMAN TEXTBOOKS

The Georg-Eckert Institut fir internationale Schudbforschung
in Braunschweig, Germany has an impressive coflectf
textbooks including textbooks used in schools dutine Nazi
era. Their website is http://www.gei.de/

HISTORY AS A LITERACY RESEARCH
METHODOLOGY

Two former SIG presidentsNorman Stahl and Douglas
Hartman, have contributed a chapter titled “Doing Histatic
Research on Literacy” to a new book published bylf@d
Press/Literacy Research Methodologié2004) Edited byNell
Duke andMarla Mallette , the book presents 13 methodologies
used in literacy research, ranging from case-stugy
ethnographic research. Paperback. ISBN 1-59385X05864
pages. $35.00 (discounted to $31.50).
www.quilford.com/pr/duke.htnfior more details.

See

SIG MEETS IN RENO, NEVADA

The 2004 International Reading Association Conwentin
Reno, Nevada included a meeting of the History efading
SIG. The meeting was organized by Doug Hartmanchiadted
by Marilyn McKinney and five papers were presented:

Where Art Thou, PendulumBy Beth Ann Bader-Paetschow.
This presentation compared the literacy attitudesroericans
during the Jacksonian era with those in modernGiifornia.
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A String of Pearls: Three Leading Ladies of Aduteracy in

Examination of the Philosophy and Methodology @& 8cott
Foresman Beginning Reading Series from the 1920si¢in the

the 20" Centuryby Thomas G. Sticht. This presentation tracedl960s She also expresses her thanks to several membtms

the influence of Cora Wilson Stewart of Kentucky thie adult
literacy education practices of Wil Lou Gray of 8oarolina
and Septima Poinsetta Clark of Tennessee—all of lwhiade
profound contributions to adult literacy educationthe 2"
century.

A History of English Reading and Writing in Burrbg Avon
Crismore. This presentation chronicled the keyettgyments in
the history of Burmese literacy from early missices and
teachers from India and England through Burma’stanyl junta
to today.

Literacy in the Life of an Eight Year Old in 188§ Steven
Lynch. This presentation profiled the forms oéldcy used in
the everyday life of an eight-year-old girl whodivin a small
central Illinois town during the year 1888.

Noah Webster: America’s First Reformer of Readimgjruction
by Barbara Ruth Peltzman. This presentation dsmmlishe
contributions of Noah Webster to the reform of Aman
reading instruction.

SIG ELECTS NEW LEADERSHIP

The elections for new officers in the SIG were halthe spring.
The new board members are listed below with thaaik
addresses:

President: George Kamberelis
gkamberelis@uamail.albany.edu

First Vice President: Marilyn McKinney
marilyn@unlv.nevada.edu

Second Vice President: Sarah Wadsworth
sarah.wadsworth@marquette.edu

Secretary: Phyllis Schantz
phschantz@yahoo.com

Treasurer: Grace Vyduna-Haskins

gsh@mc.net

Member at Large: Steve Lynch
slynch@unionky.edu

Member at Large: Allen Berger
bergera@muohio.edu

Congratulations to our new board.

MEMBERS’ NEWS

Marsha Britton is rejoining the SIG and has recently completed
her dissertationDick and Jane Revisited: A History and an

SIG who helped her greatly with her research.

Burt Kimmelman, Associate Professor of English Director,
BA/BS Degree Program in Professional and Technical
Communication in the Department of Humanities a& New
Jersey Institute of Technology has had two artigablished
recently dealing with the history of reading:

“The Trope of Reading in the Fourteenth Centurygatting and
Literacy in the Middle Ages and the Renaissanceizoka
Studies in the Middle Ages and the Renaissancerwel8, Ed,
lan Moulton, Turnhout, Belgium: Brepols, 2004, gp-44

“Text and Selfhood in Medieval and Postmodern Wsfld
Readerly/Writerly Texts 10.1, 10.2 (Spring/Summat/®inter
2002 and Spring/Summer 2003): 51-60

HISTORY OF READING SIG AWARDS GO ON
THREE YEAR CYCLE

Through the tireless work of Doug Hartman, immealipast-
president of the History of Reading SIG, the Si@asv offering
three awards that will be awarded on a three ygaec

The E. Jennifer Monaghan Award (as described eairighis
issue of theHRN) for the outstanding book in the history of
reading will be awarded next year with a deadlirm f
applications of January 15, 2005.

The Joyce M. Morris Award for the outstanding detin the
history of reading will be presented in 1996.

The A. Garr Cranney Award for the outstanding tblesi
dissertation in the history of reading will be preted in 2007.
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