
���������	�
��
���������
Vol. XXX  No. 1         Fall 2006 

A MESSAGE FROM THE NEWLY 
ELECTED PRESIDENT OF THE 
HISTORY OF READING SIG 
 
Susan E. Israel 

 
It is my honor to be the new President of the History of 
Reading Special Interest Group for the term 2006-2007.  
Since my membership beginning in the fall of 2003, three 
events have shaped how I value the history of reading and 
believe that learning about the history of one’s profession is 
important to the future of that profession.  The events that 
have shaped my beliefs are highlighted below in the form of 
thanks to the exceptional literacy scholars who model a 
passion for the history of reading through their scholarship 
and service, which will inspire me as president during the 
forthcoming year. 
 
First, I wish to thank Edward Fry for giving me the 
opportunity to conduct historical research by preserving the 
reading research that was conducted by scholars (known to 
the Reading Hall of Fame as the “early reading pioneers”) 
during the turn of the 20th century.  What I learned from Ed 
was the critical necessity of documenting history before it 
was lost forever.  For this reason, one of the goals for the 
forthcoming year is to preserve our own History of Reading 
by updating the current webpage so that everyone will have 
access to historical information such as significant figures in 
the field of reading, links to sites of interest in the History of 
Literacy, and teaching resources like syllabi on historical 
reading courses. 
 
Second, I am extremely grateful to learn about the history of 
reading from Jennifer Monaghan, my co-editor of Shaping 
the Reading Field: The Impact of Early Reading Pioneers, 
Scientific Research, and Progressive Ideas (Newark, DE: 
International Reading Association, in press). Jennifer has 
taught me to pay very close attention to historical data but 
“keep a sharp eye on time.” I have learned easier methods of 
doing historical research by using available resources such as 
www.abebooks.com to locate historical books, university 
archivists to obtain historical documents, and the historical 
yearbooks to obtain information that is more accurate. In 
addition, I have developed a passion for the history of reading 
by observing Jennifer’s love for the History of Reading 
Special Interest Group.  She truly values all the members  

 
 
 

“I have but one lamp by which my feet 
are guided, and that is the lamp of 

experience. I know no way of judging of 
the future but by the past.” 

~ Edward Gibbon, English Historian 
 
and is not afraid to brag about their accomplishments, as well 
as acknowledge them for their contributions. She has 
demonstrated to me the importance of being an active 
member in an organization in order to preserve the future of 
that organization. For this reason, one of the goals will be to 
increase awareness of the value of the history of reading by 
promoting memberships and encouraging professors who 
teach history of literacy courses to invite their students to join 
and take advantage of the endless resources available on the 
History of Reading website (www.historyliteracy.org).  In 
addition, I want to make scholars aware of a database on 
historical reading resources that will appear one day on the 
webpage of the International Reading Association. 
 
Third, I wish to acknowledge the work of the newly elected 
board members who will serve with me during the course of 
this year. Paul Schafer will be busy assisting me in the 
execution of business and has already done a wonderful job 
of supporting the goals of the board.  Ruth Farrar, who is the 
2nd Vice President, will chair the membership committee.  
Ruth is extremely interested in supporting reading/literacy 
education in Africa and is interested in working with other 
members to develop a specific partnership that the History of 
Reading SIG would support.  Karla Möller, our secretary, 
will use her outstanding organizational skills to keep all the 
records of the organization. Dixie Massey, the new treasurer, 
assumes the responsibility of managing the funds. She has 
done a wonderful job taking over the management related to 
financial concerns. Dixie is the only member who will serve a 
three-year term; she will work with Joe Zimmer, who has 
volunteered to be an alternate signer of checks. Two 
members-at-large, Douglas Kaufman and Lou Ann Sears, 
have already contributed and shared their ideas with the 
board and have represented the membership of the board in a 
professional manner over the years. Their wisdom and 
knowledge of the history of reading are valued. 
 
To this end, I am looking forward to a productive year with 
new experiences that will undoubtedly shape my future.  
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have ideas or 
suggestions.   
 
Susan E. Israel (sueisrael@insightbb.com). 
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MEET THE NEW SIG OFFICERS 
 
President: Susan E. Israel. Susan is an assistant professor at 
the University of Dayton, Dayton, Ohio. Because of her 
interests in reading research and history-related publications, 
she will increase her time in this area during the coming year 
and complete several research-related publications. Her most 
recent publication is her co-editorship with E. Jennifer 
Monaghan of Shaping the Reading Field: The Impact of 
Early Reading Pioneers, Scientific Research, and Progressive 
Ideas (forthcoming).  She is also working on editing a 
comprehensive volume, with Gerald G. Duffy of the 
University of North Carolina at Greensboro, tentatively titled 
The Handbook of Research on Reading Comprehension, to be 
published by Lawrence Erlbaum in 2008. Other projects 
include:  Literacy Goals:  A Teaching Resource to Increase 
Student Motivation and Learning Through Self-Reflection, to 
be published by Christopher-Gordon Publishers (Israel, 
2007), and Early Reading First and Beyond, to be published 
by Corwin Press (Israel, 2007).  She is currently working on 
reviewing the theoretical and historical research related to 
reading comprehension and instruction, as well as child-mind 
development (sueisrael@insightbb.com).  
 
1st Vice President: Paul J. Schafer. Paul is an associate 
professor of literacy at St. Bonaventure University, New 
York. He has held several administrative positions there, 
including Chair of the Elementary Education Department (6 
years), Dean of the School of Education (17 years), and Chair 
of the Literacy Department (24 years). Outside of academe, 
Paul has served on the local board of education (15 years) and 
is currently a sitting county legislator. His main academic 
interests include the history of reading instruction, children’s 
literature, and Inuit folktales. He has published articles in 
such journals as The Horn Book, The Reading Teacher, and 
The School Library Journal and is currently working on a 
book titled The History and Influence of Children’s Libraries 
in the United States. Our readers will recall his article, with 
Eleanor B. English, on “Eating Fingers” and other Alaskan 
tales printed in the spring, 2006, issue of the History of 
Reading News (pp. 2-5) (pschafer@sbu.edu).   
 
2nd Vice-President: Ruth Farrar. Ruth is professor of 
literacy education at Bridgewater State College in 
southeastern Massachusetts. She is coordinator of the 
graduate Reading/Literacy programs leading to the Master of 
Education (M.Ed.) and Certificate of Advanced Graduate 
Studies (C.A.G.S.). She also directs Learning Assistance 
Services in Study and Research in providing academic 
support services for undergraduates. Her current work in 
teacher education draws from more than two decades of 
experience as a K-12 teacher and reading specialist. In 2002, 
in pursuit of her research interests in discourse as central to 
critical pedagogy, Ruth began working in peripheral ways 
with adult and undergraduate education programs at the 
University of KwaZulu-Natal in Pietermaritzburg, South 

Africa. She has returned for a month each year to study 
literacy education in post-apartheid South Africa. This year, 
Ruth helped direct a grant-funded project in school-based 
professional development involving 50 teachers and 150 
school children in the township of Sobantu. (See Ruth’s 
article on this topic in the fall, 2005, issue of the History of 
Reading News, pp. 1-2, 5-6) (rfarrar@bridgew.edu).   
 
Secretary: Karla Möller. Karla is an assistant professor of 
language and literacy at the University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign. Her interests revolve around the use of children's 
literature as a key aspect of literacy instruction in classrooms 
in the past and present. This focus has led to her long-term 
relationship with a local elementary school, where she 
conducts literacy research in collaboration with the teachers, 
students, and principal. Karla's most recent publication 
explores the work of Bernice E. Leary, an early 20th-century 
leader in using literature to teach reading; it is included in 
Shaping the Reading Field: The Impact of Early Reading 
Pioneers, Scientific Research, and Progressive Ideas (Israel 
& Monaghan, eds., in press with the IRA). Other work 
related to the history of reading includes her current paper on 
the history of picture books for children that feature 
gay/lesbian parents and family members. She has 
publications in a range of journals, such as Language Arts 
and the Journal of Literacy Research 
 (kjmoller@ad.uiuc.edu). 
 
Treasurer: Dixie Massey. Dixie teaches at the University of 
Puget Sound in Tacoma, Washington. Her research interests 
include comprehension instruction, preservice teacher 
education, and the history of literacy. She recently authored a 
chapter on Raymond Dodge for the upcoming book Shaping 
the Reading Field: The Impact of Early Reading Pioneers, 
Scientific Research, and Progressive Ideas, published by the 
International Reading Association (ddmassey@comcast.net). 
 
Member-at-Large: Douglas Kaufman. Doug is an associate 
professor of literacy education at the University of 
Connecticut’s Neag School of Education.  He received his 
doctorate from the University of New Hampshire after 
working in a program founded by writing educators Donald 
Graves and Donald Murray.  Doug’s interest in history was 
whetted during his doctoral work, when he began to read the 
classic works of major philosophers of education, including 
Rousseau and Dewey.  Doug has recently co-authored, with 
Doug Hartman, “Reflections on the Early Reading Pioneers 
and Their Biographers,” a chapter that will appear in the 
forthcoming IRA publication, Shaping the Reading Field: 
The Impact of Early Reading Pioneers, Scientific Research, 
and Progressive Ideas.  He is currently conducting 
biographical research on Hughes Mearns, a pioneer of writing 
education during the first half of the twentieth century 
(Douglas.kaufman@uconn.edu).  
 
Member-at-Large: Lou Ann Sears. Since 1997, Lou Ann 
has been the director of the Learning Resources Center at the 
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University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg, the home of the 
writing center, study skills, tutoring, and disability services. 
Since 1989, she has also taught composition at the college 
level. In September 2006, she defended her dissertation, “The 
International Reading Association Within the Context of 
United States Educational History, 1900 to 2006,” and will 
graduate in December with a Ph.D. in Reading Education 
from the University of Pittsburgh. Douglas K. Hartman's 
2001 course, “The History of Reading Research and 
Instruction,” sparked her interest in the history of literacy. 
She and Doug have co-authored a history of the International 
Reading Association and four e-books relevant to the history 
of literacy, which can be found at www.historyliteracy.org 
under “Publications.” She has a chapter on Edward Lee 
Thorndike in Shaping the Reading Field: The Impact of Early 
Reading Pioneers, Scientific Research, and Progressive 
Ideas, currently in press with the IRA (los3+@pitt.edu).  

 
 
BOOK REVIEW 
 

 
 
Learning to Read and Write in Colonial 
America , by E. Jennifer Monaghan, University 
of Massachusetts Press, 2005. 
 
By Joseph E. Zimmer 
 
I am most pleased and proud to recommend to you Learning 
to Read and Write in Colonial America by E. Jennifer 
Monaghan (2005).  The book, the culmination of over 20 
years of research by the History of Reading Special Interest 
Group’s founder and greatest supporter, is a masterpiece of 
historiography, interpretation and creativity. 
 
We who know Jennifer well, know that when it comes to 
knowledge and teaching about literacy in the colonies, there 
is no one who comes close to the depth of her understanding, 
her acumen, and her brilliant insights into the minds and 
hearts of readers and writers long ago.  This is illustrated 
several times in the book when it becomes clear to the reader 
that the researcher is in the rare position of being able to draw 
conclusions because she has exhausted all of the existing 
historical records that could support or refute her ideas.  Her 
thoroughness is rare, and it is why the book deserves the 

honor of being a foundational text with regard to colonial 
literacy. 
 
In the Introduction, Monaghan illustrates the plethora of 
research on literacy rates in colonial America, but notes the 
dearth of historical research on how and why colonial 
Americans became literate: 
 

Those issues that are debated so hotly today—
instructional purpose, instructional method, 
ideology, differential access to literacy instruction 
mediated by race, gender, ethnicity, and social 
class—have rarely been the central focus of the 
literacy historians.  Schools, children, and teachers 
are often strikingly absent from their accounts.  So 
are instructional texts, books written for or read by 
children, and the literacy activities of families, all of 
which we now know are important in fostering 
literacy acquisition.  We miss the realities of both the 
classroom and the family educational experience.  
      This book aspires to fill that gap for the colonial 
period in America, and I have approached the topic 
from the dual perspective of a historian and 
practicing teacher of reading and writing (p. 3). 

 
In Part I, The Congregationalists and the Ordinary Road, 
1620 to 1730, Monaghan explores the literacy of New 
England and New York through a close examination of 
literacy laws, groundbreaking research on the literacy of 
Indians in Massachusetts Bay, and an examination of the 
books read in colonial families.  The insights she brings to 
the history of Congregationalist missionary work among the 
Indians and her work with the New England primer were 
treats to read.   
 
One of the charms of the book is the easy way it flows from 
general subjects, such as the books children read, to more 
personal subjects, such as how the literacy activities of two 
prominent Boston families were utilized to help them deal 
with the deaths of several children from disease.  The 
movement from general to specific provides a wonderful 
counterpoint to the steady flow of new and interesting 
information about how young readers moved through the 
Ordinary Road from Horn-Book to Primer, Psalter, 
Testament, and Bible.  The discussion of the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel, a London-based Anglican 
organization which used the Book of Common Prayer in its 
missionary work, was the best I’ve seen.  Along with the 
work of the Society, Monaghan manages to explore, in depth, 
the lives of a few of the teachers recruited by the SPG to 
come to America and teach literacy through the Ordinary 
Road plus the Book of Common Prayer.  In her chapter on the 
literacy missions to the Mohawk Indians, Monaghan draws 
parallels to earlier missions to the Massachusett Indians in 
New England.   
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In Part II, Decades of Transition, 1730 to 1750, Monaghan 
moves south and focuses much of her writing on the colony 
of Virginia.  Once again, she provides exceptional 
interpretations of the diaries of common schoolteachers in the 
region, and demonstrates the integration of spelling book in 
the literacy education of children. 
 
Part III, New Paths to Literacy Acquisition, 1750-1776, starts 
with an examination of the education of slaves in the 
colonies.  Monaghan shows that the traditional notion that 
very few slaves were taught to read may be an overstatement.  
She shows that there were several formal and informal 
schools for slaves throughout the colonies, yet while many 
slaves could read, writing was thought to be too powerful a 
tool in the hands of most slaves. 
 
The discussion of slaves’ writing flows naturally into a 
chapter on the teaching of writing in general.  The lesson 
learned here from Monaghan is that writing was generally 
taught years after a child was taught to read, and was more 
linked with mathematics and commercial trade. 
 
The book concludes with two chapters on the new genre of 
children’s literature that developed in the mid to late 
eighteenth century and how three families integrated the use 
of these new books in their family lives. 
 
Anyone who has tried to write a history of literacy education 
is confronted with monumental challenges.  Literacy is so 
pervasive and society is so diverse that it is hard to generalize 
and characterize the literacy of any time or place very well.  
Monaghan does a masterful job of weaving a fine contextual 
cloth of facts and narrative that the reader cannot only 
understand, but can actually have those prized visual 
glimpses of what the reading and writing of colonial 
Americans may have been like. 
 
Paragraphs in other histories of literacy have become chapters 
in Monaghan’s book, and the field is greatly enhanced by her 
work. I recommend this book for all doctoral students of 
literacy, for all literacy teacher educators, and for anyone who 
enjoys being transported through good writing to another 
place and another time and take a glimpse into a home or 
schoolhouse. 
 

 
 

HISTORY OF READING SPECIAL 
INTEREST GROUP 
 
JOYCE M. MORRIS 
 
ARTICLE AWARD  
 
Guidelines for 2007 Award Year 
 
 
With generous support from the Joyce M. Morris Literacy 
Foundation, the History of Reading Special Interest Group of 
the International Reading Association sponsors a triennial 
award for an outstanding article on the history of literacy.  A 
prize of $500 (US) will be awarded to the single or co-
authored article that represents the best scholarship on the 
history of literacy, broadly defined to include the history of 
authorship, books, instruction, audiences, publishing, 
spelling, libraries, reading, and writing. 
 
The winning article is announced at the annual meeting of the 
History of Reading SIG, which coincides with the 
International Reading Association’s annual meeting in early 
May of each year.  Winners of the award receive a special 
plaque as well as a three-year membership in the SIG. 
 
Recipients of the award are invited to present a paper based 
on their article as part of the next annual meeting of the SIG.  
The deadline for submitting applications for the 2007 award 
is January 15, 2007; articles must have been published in a 
peer-reviewed journal between January 1, 2004 and 
December 31, 2006. 
 
GUIDELINES FOR APPLYING 
 
1. Submit three copies of the ‘Title Page Form.’  A 
downloadable copy of this form can be found on the SIG’s 
website:  http://www.historyliteracy.org. 
 
2. Submit three copies of an abstract.  The abstract should be 
typewritten; photocopies are acceptable.  Photocopies are 
acceptable. 
 
3. Submit three copies of a 1-2 page letter that outlines the 
merits of the article, including the reasons for its unique 
contribution to the history of literacy and the soundness or 
originality of its methodology.  It should be single-spaced 
and written in English.  Font size should be no smaller than 
12 point.  The letter should be written on letterhead and 
signed by the nominator. 
 
4. Submit three copies of the article, including a copy of the 
table of contents in which it appears. 
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5. Only articles published between January 1, 2004 and 
December 31, 2006 will be considered for the 2007 award.  
More than one article may be submitted from a single journal 
or author. 
 
6. The author’s/authors’ article must clearly be an historical 
research project related to literacy. 
 
7. All entries will be judged by a jury of three literacy 
historians who are members of the Joyce M. Morris Article 
Award Committee.  The decision of the judges will be final. 
 
8. The envelope containing 3 copies of the Title Page Form, 3 
copies of the Abstract, and 3 copies of the Article (including 
the table of contents page), must be postmarked no later than 
January 15, 2007, and sent to: 
 
Douglas K. Hartman 
Neag School of Education 
224 Gentry Building 
249 Glenbrook Road, Unit 2033 
University of Connecticut 
Storrs, CT  06269-2033 
(860) 486-1154 
douglas.hartman@uconn.edu 
 
9. Additional information and copies of these forms can be 
found at the SIG’s website:  http://historyliteracy.org 
 
10. Application materials that do not adhere strictly to the 
above guidelines will be eliminated from the competition.  
Final determination of adherence to the guidelines will be 
made by the chairperson of the Award Committee. 
 
 
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 
 
The article will be judged on the following criteria: 
 
1. Significance of study to the field of literacy history. 
 
2. Clear identification and relevance of the question 
researched to the history of literacy. 
 
3. Appropriate methodology used in relation to the topic 
investigated (archival research, oral history, etc.). 
 
4. Utilization of appropriate or sufficient primary sources. 
 
5. Appropriate and effective use of secondary sources. 
 
6. Conclusions appropriate given the design and results of the 
research. 
 

 

SIG THANKS GRACE VYDUNA-
HASKINS 
 

 
 
After many years of dutiful service as our Treasurer and 
member of the Board, the History of Reading Special Interest 
Group would like to recognize and sincerely thank Dr. Grace 
Vyduna-Haskins for her tireless work on behalf of the SIG.  
 
The following is taken from Grace’s website,  
http://www.spellangtree.org/: 
 
Grace Vyduna-Haskins, the author of The Spel-Lang Tree, is 
a veteran of over 30 years in the classroom. While she has 
taught at all elementary levels, most of her teaching career 
was spent at the first grade level. She earned her Ed.D. and 
M.Ed. from National-Louis University, Evanston, Illinois and 
her B.A. from Elmhurst College, Elmhurst, Illinois. In 
addition, she has had extensive training in Orton-Gillingham 
methods of reading instruction which advocate the use of 
multi-sensory techniques. Her Master's thesis was entitled 
The Effects of Using a Multi-Sensory Approach to Teach 
First Grade Reading. In 1993 she was recognized for 
outstanding scholarship as a Distinguished Finalist for the 
Outstanding Dissertation of the Year Award given by The 
International Reading Association for her dissertation, An 
Historical Investigation of American Reading-Spelling 
Relationships: 1607-1930. 
 
In addition to having done numerous presentations on the 
topic of spelling/reading relationships, Vyduna-Haskins has 
also published several articles relating to her work.  
 
If you would like to learn more about Grace’s work, please 
visit her website at http://www.spellangtree.org. 
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EARLY READING PIONEERS 
BOOK TO BE PUBLISHED 
 
Many of the members of the History of Reading SIG have 
been hard at work for the past two years researching and 
writing about educators and researchers who shaped the way 
we approach the teaching of reading.  The book is the result 
of a request by Edward Fry that members of the SIG develop 
a publication which tells of the lives of the founding 
inductees to the Reading Hall of Fame.  Under the able 
leadership of Susan Israel and E. Jennifer Monaghan, the 
book, titled Shaping the Reading Field: The Impact of Early 
Reading Pioneers, Scientific Research, and Progressive 
Ideas, is set for publication by the International Reading 
Association in early 2007. 
 
Beginning with an extensive introduction providing context 
for the project, E. Jennifer Monaghan sets the stage for the 
biographies that follow.   
 
Part I, “The Psychologists: Researchers of Basic Reading 
Processes” presents biographies of James McKeen Cattell 
(1860-1944) by Arlette Ingram Willis, Robert Sessions 
Woodworth (1869-1962), by Allen Berger, Dixie D. Massey, 
Kristin Stoll, and Aviva Gray, and Raymond Dodge (1871-
1942) by Dixie D. Massey.   
 
Part II, “The Educational Psychologists: Researchers 
Applying Scientific Principles to Reading Instruction” 
presents biographies of Charles Hubbard Judd (1873-1946) 
by Jackie Marshall Arnold and Mary-Kate Sableski, Edward 
Lee Thorndike (1874-1949) by Lou Ann Sears, and Walter 
Fenno Dearborn (1878-1955) by Joseph E. Zimmer.   
 
Part III, “The Progressives: Researchers Committed to 
Progressive Education” presents biographies of Edmund 
Burke Huey (1870-1913) by Jolene B. Reed and Richard J. 
Meyer, and Laura Zirbes (1884-1967) by David W. Moore.  
 
Part IV, “The Book Enthusiasts: Pioneers Engaged in 
Exploring Children’s Books and Adult Reading” presents 
biographies of May Hill Arbuthnot (1884-1969) by Charles 
Monaghan, Susan E. Israel, and Molly D. Dahl, Bernice 
Elizabeth Leary (1890-1973) by Karla Jean Möller, and 
Douglas Waples (1893-1978) by George Kamberelis and 
Marta K. Albert. 
 
Part V, “The Reading and Spelling Experts: Researchers 
Engaged in Writing Texts for Teachers and Schoolbooks for 
Children” presents biographies of Ernest Horn (1882-1967) 
by Jiening Ruan and Priscilla L. Griffith, William Scott Gray 
(1885-1960) by Carol Lauritzen, Arthur Irving Gates (1890-
1972) by Misty Sailors, Ruth May Strang (1895-1971) by 
Diane Lapp, Laurie A. Guthrie, and James Flood, and David 
Harris Russell (1906-1965) by Arlene L. Barry. 
 

The book concludes with reflections by Douglas Kaufman 
and Douglas K. Hartman, and includes a number of 
appendices and resources. 
 
This book promises to be a wonderful addition to any literacy 
professor’s library, will be a must read for doctoral students, 
and an excellent contribution to the field. 
 
Israel, S. E., & Monaghan, E. J. (2007, in press). Shaping the 
Reading Field: The Impact of Early Reading Pioneers, 
Scientific Research, and Progressive Ideas. Newark, DE: 
International Reading Association. 
 

MEMBERS’ NEWS  
 
Ronald J. Zboray and Mary Saracino Zboray have just 
published a new book that provides an in depth look at 
historical reading practices: Everyday Ideas: Socioliterary 
Experience among Antebellum New Englanders (Knoxville: 
University of Tennessee Press, 2006.  They presented a paper 
on the project that led to this book, "Reflections Upon a 
Decade-Long Study of Antebellum Print Culture via Diaries 
and Letters" at the Fourth International Conference on the 
Book, at Emerson College in Boston, in October 2006. 
 
Norm Stahl, of Northern Illinois University, President of the 
National Reading Conference (NRC) was inducted as a 
Fellow of the American Council of Developmental Education 
Associations at the annual conference of the National 
Association for Developmental Education.  ACDEA member 
organizations include the National Association for 
Developmental Education, the College Reading and Learning 
Association, the National Tutoring Association, the National 
College Learning Center Association, and the National 
Center for Developmental Education. 
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