UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS, LAWRENCE

LITERACY AND CULTURE IN AMERICA
SUMMER 2002: June 17-28 (meeting 9 times)

T & L 798; ENGLISH 790 (3 credits) MTWREF 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Room: 350 SRL

Professor E. Jennifer Monaghan  Office: 443 Joseph Pearson Hall
Or email me at: jmona65302@aol.com.

Office Hours: MTWR 1:00-2:00 p.m.; other times by appointment.

Required Texts
All of these are available from the University of Kansas Jayhawks bookstore. They are
listed in the order in which we will be using them.

Davidson, Cathy N., ed. Reading in America: Literature and Social History. Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins University Press, 1989. ISBN: 0-8018-3800-02

Packet of readings from University Book Store (named "packet" below)

Rowson, Susanna. Charlotte Temple, ed. Cathy N. Davidson. New York: Oxford
University Press, 1987. ISBN 0-19-504238-7

Gorn, Elliott J. The McGuffey Readers: Selections from the 1879 Readers. Bedford Series
in History and Culture. New York: St. Martin's Press, 1990. ISBN 0-312-13398-7

Coolidge, Susan. What Katy Did. Harpercollins Juvenile Books, 1999. ISBN 0-14-
036697-0

Cather, Willa Silbert, My 'Antonia. Houghton Mifflin, 1995. 0-395-75514-x
The following books/articles will be given to you as handouts:

Barry, Arlene, Young American Readers: The Charles and E. Jennifer Monaghan
Collection of Books on the History of the Teaching of Reading in the United States
(Lawrence, Kans.: The Department of Special Collections, Kenneth Spencer Research
Library, [2001]).

Monaghan, E. Jennifer, and Arlene L. Barry. Writing the Past: Teaching Reading in
Colonial America and the United States, 1640-1940: The Catalog. Newark, Del.:
International Reading Association, 1999.

Monaghan, Charles, "Webster to McGuffey: A Sketch of American Literacy Textbooks,"
History of Reading News 24, no. 2 (2002): 1-2, 6-8.



COURSE OUTLINE
NOTE: Materials are to be read by the date indicated

1. Monday June 17: Introduction: The History of the Book as a Discipline
Introduction to Using the Collection: Richard W. Clement, Special Collections
Librarian
Reading, Religion and Gender in Seventeenth-Century New England

The New-England Primer

Michael Wigglesworth, Day of Doom

Young American Readers (handout)

Writing the Past (handout)
The Writing Schools of Eighteenth-Century Boston (slides)

2. Tuesday June 18

ASSIGNMENT # 1 due: Essay due on personal experiences with learning to read
and write.
Recommended: Darnton, "What is the History of Books?" in Reading in
America, chap. 1, pp. 27-52.
School and Family Literacy in Eighteenth-Century America
Monaghan, "Literacy Instruction and Gender," in Reading in America, chap. 2,
pp- 53-80.
Monaghan, "Family Literacy in Early 18th-Century Boston" (handout), pp.
347-367.
Young American Readers, pp. 7-10.
Writing the Past, pp. 4-12.
Noah Webster and His Spelling Books (an introduction)

3. Wednesday June 19 Readers and the Rise of Novel Reading in the Early Republic
Rowson, Charlotte Temple
Davidson, "The Life and Times of Charlotte Temple," in Reading in America,
chap. 6, pp. 157-79.

Publishing and Textbooks in the Early Republic
Charles Monaghan, guest speaker, "From Webster to McGuffey" (handout)
Young American Readers, p. 11.
Writing the Past, pp. 12-13

4. Thursday June 20 Morality and Values in 19"™-Century Readers and Children's
Books
Zboray, "Antebellum Reading and the Ironies of Technological Innovation," in
Reading in America, chap. 7, pp. 180-200.
Gorn, The McGuffey Readers, assigned chapters
Young American Readers, pp. 12-15.
Writing the Past, pp. 14-17.




5. Friday June 21 Morality and Values in 20th-Century Readers and Children's
Books
Larrick, Nancy, "The All-White World of Children's Books" (handout).
Women on Words and Images, Dick and Jane as Victims: Sex Stereotyping in
Children's Readers (Princeton, N.J.: author), 1972 (handout)
Rose, Jonathan. "A Preface to a History of Audiences." (handout)
Young American Readers, pp. 19-23.
Writing the Past, pp. 38-41.

Undertaking Historical Research in Literacy: Qualitative and Quantitative
Approaches

http://readingonline.org/articles/handbook/monaghan/index.html Monaghan, E. Jennifer and
Douglas K. Hartman, "Undertaking historical research in literacy."

Monday June 24 Reading, Writing and Race
Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass (packet), chs. 1,
2,5,6,7.
Salvino, "Ideologies of Race and Literacy in Antebellum America." In
Reading in America, chap. 5, pp. 140-56.
Monaghan, "Reading for the Enslaved, Writing for the Free" (handout).
www.slavenarratives.com; contains indexes to slave narratives recorded by WPA
(Works Project Administration) in the 1930s and later, along with some texts.

6. Tuesday June 25

Family Literacy and Gender in the Late Nineteenth Century.

Susan Coolidge, What Katy Did.

Sicherman, "Sense and Sensibility." In Reading in America, chap. 8, pp. 201-25.
Guided tour of children's literature holdings in the Kenneth Spencer Research
Library by Richard W. Clement
Student identification of possible research topics

7. Wednesday June 26 Research day: no class
Completion of Assignment # 2; identification of research topic for final paper, and
beginning of research




8. Thursday June 27: The Literary Canon

ASSIGNMENT # 2 due: Deconstruction of a Literacy Textbook (group or
individual)

Cather, My 'Antonia .
O'Brien, "Becoming Noncanonical." In Reading in America, ch. 10, pp. 240-58.
Students' presentations on their work in progress

9 Friday June 28: Promoting a Reading Audience
Poems by Langston Hughes (handout).
Davey, "Building a Black Audience in the 1930s: Langston Hughes,
Poetry Readings, and the Golden stair Press," in Danky and Wiegand, eds., Print
Culture in a Diverse America, pp. 223-243 (purchase from bookstore).

Lecture and powerpoint presentation on Langston Hughes by Sheryl K. Williams,
University Archivist and Curator of the Kansas Collection
Students' presentations on their work in progress

12 noon: Luncheon for the class at the Kenneth Spencer Research Library, hosted by
William J. Crowe, Spencer Librarian, and Richard W. Clement

ASSIGNMENT # 3 Research Report on a topic of your choice (no page limit, double-
spaced, 12 point font).

Final version is due no later than August 1, 2002. For an immediate grade, submit the
report by July 20. Otherwise you will receive an Incomplete Grade temporarily until I
have your final version, when I will submit a Change of Grade.

Earlier drafts for feedback and comments are much encouraged, but optional.

Mail the report to Professor E. Jennifer Monaghan

534 Third Street, Brooklyn, NY 11215
Or email it as an attachment to jmona65302@aol.com
Or fax it to 718 499-0409. But you must call the same number first so that I can turn on
the machine.

Assessment

Double-entry journals 10
Other short assignments 10
Assignment # 1 Personal Experience w/ Learning to Read and Write 10
Assignment # 2 Deconstruction of a Literacy Textbook (group/individual) 30
Assignment # 3 Research Report on a topic of your choice 40

1@ percent
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Websites

http://digital.library.pitt.edu/nietz/nietz2.html (the site of 30 19th—century textbooks).
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www.historyliteracy.org (the site of the History of Reading Special Interest Group of the
International Reading Association. It contains old newsletters back to 1972.)

http://readingonline.org/articles/handbook/monaghan/index.html Monaghan, E. Jennifer and
Douglas K. Hartman, "Undertaking historical research in literacy."

www.slavenarratives.com (contains indexes to slave narratives recorded by WPA (Works
Project Administration) in the 1930s and later, along with some texts.




