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HISTORY OF READING 
SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP 

 
of the 

 
International Reading Association 

 
 
The History of Reading Special Interest Group, founded in 1975, is the oldest and largest professional organization to: 
 

(1) encourage historical research in the field of reading and literacy;  
(2) provide a forum for the exchange of ideas and information about the history of reading and literacy 

instruction; and  
(3) promote the development of a body of historical knowledge about reading and literacy. 

 
It serves an international membership of 100 college and university professors, independent scholars, students, archivists, 
public historians, governmental and agency officials, and institutional subscribers such as libraries, museums, and 
historical societies.  The Special Interest Group (SIG) is affiliated with the International Reading Association (IRA), which 
has members and affiliates in 99 countries, representing more than 90,000 literacy professionals in the North America and 
350,000 worldwide. 
 
SIG Member Benefits 
 
History of Reading Newsletter 
All members receive a paper version of the biannual History of Reading News, which offers timely news of the 
organization; profiles of key figures in the field; book reviews; information on grants and fellowships; and opportunities 
in the profession. 
 
Annual Meeting 
All members are eligible to submit papers for peer review and presentation at the SIG’s annual meeting session, held in 
conjunction with the International Reading Association’s conference each May. 
 
Resources Online 
All members have access to the SIG’s website for locating book reviews, new articles, dissertations, and others doing 
work on the history of reading and literacy.  (http://www.historyliteracy.org) 
 
Advocacy 
All members can participate in SIG-designed activities to advance the teaching, study, and dissemination of information 
on the history of reading and literacy. 
 
Awards and Prizes 
All members can nominate dissertations, articles, and books for awards and prizes sponsored by the SIG and IRA that 
recognize the achievements by historians in a wide variety of disciplines and settings. 
 

 
 
 
Note:  Membership runs from May 1 through April 30.  Members who are not members of the International Reading Association 

(http://www.reading.org) receive all the benefits listed above, but are ineligible to stand for office or vote. 



History of Reading SIG Membership Form 

(Membership runs from May 1 through April 30.) 

___________New       ________Renewal 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________________           Date________________________________ 
                                                                                   (Please Print) 
 
Title: ______________________   Institutional Affiliation:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
                _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:  (                   ) ____________________________________      (home)      (                   ) _____________________________________________       (work) 
 
Email:  ________________________________________________          (fax)       (                   ) _____________________________________________ 
 
Web Page:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS 
 
Regular Member: 1 Year/$10.00 2 Years/$19.00 3 Years/$27.00 
 
Student Member: 1 Year/$5.00 2 Years/$9.00 3 Years/12.00 
 
Institutional Member: 1 Year/$10.00 2 Years/$19.00 3 Years/$27.00 
 
Speical Gift: In enclose $_________ as an extra gift to the SIG. 
 
Checks or money orders in U.S. and Canadian dollars—made payable to the History of Reading SIG—should be sent to:  Grace Haskins, Treasurer, 4314 Wilson Road, 
Woodstock, IL  60098  USA (gsh@mc.net).  Cheques or money orders in pounds sterling (5 pounds 60 pence)—made payable to E. Jennifer Monaghan—should be sent to:  
E. Jennifer Monaghan, Past-President, 534  3rd St., Brooklyn, NY  11215  USA. (jmona65302@aol.com). 
 

 
RESEARCH & TEACHING INTERESTS 
 
Research Interests: 1.  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 2.  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 3.  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Teaching Interests: 1.  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 2.  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 3.  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
ORGANIZATIONAL AFFILIATIONS (Place check next to name.) 
 
 ___ American Association for State & Local History ___ International Dyslexia Association 
 ___ American Educational Research Association (Division F) ___ International Reading Association   (Membership # _____________) 
 ___ American Historical Association ___ International Standing Conference for the History of Education 
 ___ American Library Association (Library History Round Table) ___ Library Association (UK) (Library History Group) 
 ___ American Political Science Association ___ Midwest History of Education Society 
 ___ American Printing History Association ___ Modern Language Association 
 ___ American Sociological Association ___ National Council of Teachers of English 
 ___ Association for the Bibliography of History ___ National Council on Public History 
 ___ Australian & New Zealand History of Education Society ___ National Reading Conference 
 ___ Bibliographic Society (UK) ___ Organization of American Historians 
 ___ Bibliographic Society of America ___ Reading Forum 
 ___ Bibliographic Society of Canada ___ Society for History Education 
 ___ Children’s Books History Society ___ Society for the History of Authorship, Reading & Publishing 
 ___ College Reading & Learning Association ___ Society for the Scientific Study of Reading 
 ___ Conference on College Composition & Communication ___ Society of American Archivists 
 ___ History of Education Society (UK) ___ Southern History of Education Society 
 ___ History of Education Society (US) ___ Textbook Colloquium 
 ___ International Association of Library Associations and Institutions (Round Table on Library History) ___ _______________________________________________________ 
 ___ ___________________________________________________________________ ___ _______________________________________________________ 
 

 
DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 
 
Sex:     F      M 
 
Type of Academic Position:  _____________________________________________ Type of Non-Academic Position (if any):  _________________________________________ 
 
Highest Educational Level:  _____________________________________________ Year Degree was Completed:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
Race/Ethnic Origin:  ___________________________________________________ Country of Citizenship:  _________________________________________________________ 
 

 


